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housekeeping



The procedure:

DATE COMMENTS

TWPC RECOMMENDATION OCTOBER 2024 TWPC meeting, vote

BUREAU DECISION 8 November 2024 Mail vote

ANNOUNCED 9 November 2024 Available in the Competition Regulations

HOUSEKEEPING November 2024
No major rule change, just language and 

housekeeping

WORLD CUP December/January 2025 All 4 tournaments

NEW RULES REVISION January 2025 5 members committee



Major changes in the rules
FOP, Attacking, Exclusion and Second Possession 
time  Women:

Field of play:  25 meters

Attacking time: 30 seconds

Second possession and exclusion time:  15 seconds (it was 20 seconds)

Men:

Field of play:  25 meters (it was 30 meters )

Attacking time: 25 seconds (it was 30 seconds)

Second possession and exclusion time:  15 seconds (it was 20 seconds)
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Already at  the WORLD CUP 2025
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Possession time: 30 sec → 25 seconds
Exclusion, second possession: 20 sec → 15 seconds
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RULES SUMMARY MEN
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- 6 meters faut situations:  
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1. If the exclusion inside the six-meter zone and the player with the ball

shot  was not possible to be made.

Changes:

In this situation direct shot can be made.

2. It is a new situation (new goal scoring method)

If the fault inside the six-meter zone and player put the ball in play and bring the ball outside of  
the six meter zone, the player can shoot  or swim inside six meters and play it free.
The referee must raise the hand when the player with the ball gets outside of 6 meter.



So far:

-Illeagal player: 7th field player on the FOP. It was penalty and exclusion with substitution
-Wrong re-entry after exclusion with possession of the ball: exclusion fault
-Wrong re-entry after exclusion without possession of the ball: penalty fault

CHANGES:

In the above mentioned situations there will be only ONE KIND of call instead of three different.

PENALTY  should be called in all the situations.

Additional players on the FOP
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- 14 players for a waterpolo game. Two goalkeepers must be nominated. One of them is No.1 and the 
other one is any other number in red. It is an option for the future, teams can continue with No.1 and 
No.13 as it was. If they have 3 goalkeepers appointed for an event (15 can be appointed) the team must 
have No.15 in red

- The team must start with 6 field player and a goalkeeper, but the teams shall have the right to 
substitute the goalkeeper for a field player and play with 7 field players. In this case nobody has the 
privileges of the goalkeeper.

- Procedure for injured and bleeding player. No more 3 minutes break in case of any kind of injury. If the 
game stopped for injury, the injured player must be substituted and the game continues. The injured 
player may participate again to the play after re-covering. 
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- At a penalty fault at the end of the sessions (dead time penalty) the teams don’t have to leave the 
pool, they just have to leave the FOP.

- A Time Out may be called when a penalty is called. Obviously only by the attacking team. If it is asked 
substitution can be made by both of the teams.

- A player with the third personal faults must leave the bench to prevent any confusions.They don’t 
have to leave the competition area.(separate bench)

- A player leaves the pool during the game and approach the bench outside of the pool (walking, 
running,…) exclusion with substitution shall be called. ( no more difference that it is excluded player or 
not)

- Signalisation of a yellow card for the teams. (Appendix)



- If a player leaves the FOP in the flying substitution area and there is no substitute player waiting the 
player who left the FOP can re-enter without any consequence.

- Goalkeeper exclusion at penalty situations  (if does not follow the referees’ instructions)

              There were different calls for these actions during the game and during the PSO:

              During the game it was a 20 sec exclusion. 

              During PSO it was exclusion with substitution.

           CHANGE:
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During PSO the goalkeeper can be excluded for one shot. The goalkeeper must go the the   re-entry 
area and a player who is appointed for PSO can replace the goalkeeper without the privileges. A 
personal fault will be recorded in the protocol. For misconduct during PSO exclusion with substitutions 
remains.



Housekeeping:

-Cancel the handclap for substitution in the re-entry area. It was not used at all. So no real change.

-Cancel the wasting time. Lately it was not really used. A team can do whatever they want to maintain 
possession      at any time during the game. If a team refuses to play and leave the ball counter fault 
should be called.

-Gaining positional advantage (ducking) on the center-forward by the defender. 
I was in the instructions but the rules did not have it. It is added for the exclusion faults.

-In a counter attack the closest player is not obliged to go for the ball. He/She does not have to give the advantage.
The SECOND second closest player must go for the ball. It has been used for a while in the instruction. The word 
second was added.

-Restart after a Time out. No more difference in the restarts. From the middle of the FOP or behind (general), or 
from the corner when the TO was called at a corner throw.
Change: every restart after a TO is from the middle of the FOP or behind.
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CHANGES IN THE 
PROTOCOLS 2025

VAR Protocol:
- corner/no corner check has been added
-Violent action review (call options: Violent action, Aggressive play, No call or YELLOW card for simulation.
-Substitution is allowed during the VAR check in the re-entry area or in the flying substitution area.
-No more post-game review request by the teams.

Challenge Protocol:
-It is a completely new option for the coaches. 
-It can reduce the human factor in certain calls and can help to protect the game.
-Good option for the referees as well to revise a challenged decision.

Tiebreaking Rules:
-If 3 teams are tied the final ranking will be based only on the goal differences in between the 3 teams. The 
second step was cancelled from the rules.

Protest:
-The final score of a game cannot be protested any more.
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